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MARKET DAYS

	1.	 My cousin, Lindsay, keeps chickens at her home and sells any spare eggs at the 
local farmers’ market. She sold half of her eggs and another half an egg to her first 
customer, half the remaining eggs and another half an egg to her second customer and 
half the remainder and another half an egg to her third customer. At the end of the day, 
Lindsay noticed that she had 9 eggs left. How many eggs did she have to start with?

		

	2.	 Lindsay sold 170 eggs at two different markets. She noticed that the number she sold 
at the second market was 10 less than half the number she sold at the first market. 

		  How many eggs did she sell at each market?

		

	3.	 There was a rush to buy fresh chickens when the chicken farmer opened his market 
stall. The first customer bought half of the chickens he had brought to the market 
and two more chickens. His next customer bought half of the remaining chickens and 
another two chickens. The third customer bought half of what he had left and another 
two chickens. Sadly, the fourth customer was only able to buy one chicken. How many 
chickens did the farmer bring to the market to sell? 

		

	4.	 After the market, Lindsay joined a group of people going on a picnic. The twelve of 
them went first to the bakery and bought a dozen loaves of bread. Each man bought 
two loaves, each woman bought half a loaf, and each child a quarter of a loaf. How 
many men, women and children were at the picnic?

		
















