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Unit 1 AUDITORY DISCRIMINATION games and activities

ACTIVITY 3: Listen for a moment
This activity can take place indoors or outdoors. 

Ask the children to listen to, and remember, all the sounds they hear over a 
minute or two. 

Ask what made each sound and encourage the children to try to make the 
sound themselves.

ACTIVITY 4: Environmental sound or speech
Play recordings of pairs of sounds including words, phrases, songs, poems and 
sentences. 

Ask the children to say which is an environmental sound and which is speech. 

(This is an important step in helping the children understand what spoken 
language is.)

For example: 

(say the word) ‘breakfast’ and play the sound
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Unit 1 AUDITORY DISCRIMINATION games and activities

ACTIVITY 29: Memory game
Play the game ‘I went to the market and bought … 

Start with one child saying one item and consecutive children adding one more 
item each time. Each child in turn must remember their own item plus the others 
preceding it. 

ACTIVITY 30: Silly puppet
Have a ‘silly’ puppet or mascot that can’t remember words. Make deliberate 
mistakes when the puppet is reading a story and see if the children can identify 
what is wrong.

yoghurt
butter

milk

eggs
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Unit 2 Rhyming games and activities

ACTIVITY 10: Pass the basket
Play this game in small groups with an adult helper. 

Collect a number of everyday objects from the classroom or from home  
and place them in a basket. There should be enough objects for each child 
in the group. 

Pass the basket around the group. As the basket reaches each child, the child 
removes an object from the basket and says what it is (for example, marker). 
Then the teacher says a word (real or nonsense) that rhymes with ‘marker’ (for 
example, barker. The child repeats both words. 

The basket is then passed to the next child. 

This continues until all children have had a turn.

ACTIVITY 9: Footprints
Glue pictures to cardboard, laminated footprint shapes. (Make sure there are 
footprints for both left and right feet and that rhyming word picture pairs are 
placed next to each other.) 

Select children to step on the footprints and say the rhyming words. 

To make the activity more difficult, mix up the rhyming pairs so the children 
have to hop from one rhyming word to its matching picture.

Templates for footprints can be found on pages 26–27.

• 
D

is
cr

im
in

at
e 

rh
ym

es
 b

et
w

ee
n 

w
o

rd
s;

 i.
e.

 te
ll 

w
he

th
er

 o
r 

no
t t

w
o

 s
p

o
ke

n 
w

o
rd

s 
rh

ym
e

• 
D

is
cr

im
in

at
e 

rh
ym

es
 b

et
w

ee
n 

w
o

rd
s;

 i.
e.

 te
ll 

w
he

th
er

 o
r 

no
t t

w
o

 s
p

o
ke

n 
w

o
rd

s 
rh

ym
e



R.I.C. Publications®  www.ricpublications.com.au PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS SKILLS — RHYMING 11

Unit 2 Rhyming games and activities
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ACTIVITY 17: Rhyming dice game
Glue pictures of objects onto a large dice shape—one on each side.
Alternatively, use a small cube-shaped box or a large blank foam dice.
A dice template is provided on page 44.

The children take turns to roll the ‘dice’.

When the dice stops, the child says a word that rhymes with the picture that 
appears on the upward-facing side of the dice.

Visit <http://www.prekinders.com/
rhyming-dice/> to download free rhyming 
dice cards. Alternatively, use the cards on 
pages 18–21.

ACTIVITY 18: Beanbag rhyme
The teacher has a beanbag and the children stand in a circle. 

The teacher says a word such as ‘house’. 

The teacher throws the beanbag to a child who thinks of, and says, 
a word that rhymes with ‘house’. 

The child says the new word aloud, and passes the beanbag to 
another child. 

The game continues with the beanbag being passed until the children cannot 
think of any more words that rhyme with ‘house’. 

The child holding the beanbag at 
that time continues the game with 
a new word. 
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   ALLiteration games and activities

ACTIVITY 4: Alliteration in real life
Identify the names of people, characters, things or take away outlets that use 
alliteration in their names. 

Examples include Coca-Cola®, Krispy Kreme®, Mickey Mouse, Porky Pig,
Fred Flintstone, Donald Duck, Spongebob Squarepants and so on.

Ask the children to watch and listen for others on the weekends when they are 
out and about.

ACTIVITY 5: Which one is different?
Ask the children to listen to a sentence and have them identify the word  
(or words) that do not begin with the same sound as the majority of the other 
words. 

The examples below may be used.

Lazy lizards love loud music.
Big red buttons brighten up a blouse.
Ten tall trees shaded the tiny cottage.
Henrietta Hen had a hot pink hat on her head.
Caterpillars crunched on crinkled leaves.
Five friendly foxes fell down in the field.
Daniel was a dragon who didn’t dance. 
Fried fish frequently tastes great on Fridays.
Seven silly seals played hide and seek.
Two tiny termites tried to teach the tango. 
Yesterday the yellow yaks yelled at the yucky yolks in the yard.

Clap to count the number of total words in the sentence. Then clap/click 
fingers to identify the words beginning with the same sound. Repeat the 
sentences more than once.
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   ALLiteration games and activities

ACTIVITY 8: Animal alliteration
The child thinks of an animal (or is supplied with one by the teacher). Then the 
child thinks of a name for the animal that begins with the same sound as the 
animal. 

For example, Harry Hippopotamus, Cindy Snake, Peter Penguin, Donald Dog,
Chris Cat and so on. 

Give an example first if necessary. Utilise as many different letters of the 
alphabet as possible. 

ACTIVITY 9: Name play 
Say out loud the name of a child in the class and make up a fun, alliterative 
sentence starting with the name. 

For example, Ben has a big bouncy ball. 
Kevin keeps a kettle in the kitchen. 
Tim has ten ticklish toes.
Fiona found a fine fat frog. 

Ask the children to think up similar sentences for their 
own names and share them with others.
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